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Important Notice 

The Depository Trust Company 

B #: 5924-17
Date: May 23, 2017
To: All Participants 

Category: Dividends 

From: International Services 

Attention: Operations, Reorg & Dividend Managers, Partners & Cashiers 

Subject: 
 CUSIP:87243K208 

Tax Relief – Country: NORWAY 

TGS NOPEC GEOPHYSICAL CO

Record Date: 05/22/2017           Payable Date: 06/12/2017

NOT  CAWEB  ELIGIBLE 

Questions regarding this Important Notice may be directed to Globetax 212-747-9100. 

Important Legal Information: The Depository Trust Company (“DTC”) does not represent or warrant the accuracy, adequacy, 
timeliness, completeness or fitness for any particular purpose of the information contained in this communication, which is based in part on 
information obtained from third parties and not independently verified by DTC and which is provided as is. The information contained in 
this communication is not intended to be a substitute for obtaining tax advice from an appropriate professional advisor. In providing this 
communication, DTC shall not be liable for (1) any loss resulting directly or indirectly from mistakes, errors, omissions, interruptions, 
delays or defects in such communication, unless caused directly by gross negligence or willful misconduct on the part of DTC, and (2) any 
special, consequential, exemplary, incidental or punitive damages. 
To ensure compliance with Internal Revenue Service Circular 230, you are hereby notified that: (a) any discussion of federal tax issues 
contained or referred to herein is not intended or written to be used, and cannot be used, for the purpose of avoiding penalties that may be 
imposed under the Internal Revenue Code; and (b) as a matter of policy, DTC does not provide tax, legal or accounting advice and 
accordingly, you should consult your own tax, legal and accounting advisor before engaging in any transaction.

http://www.dtcc.com/subscription_form.php
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DIVIDEND EVENT DETAILS 

COUNTRY OF ISSUANCE NORWAY 

ISSUE TGS NOPEC Geophysical Co 

CUSIP# 87243K208 

UNDERLYING ISIN NO0003078800 

DEPOSITARY BNY MELLON 

DR RECORD DATE MAY 22, 2017 

ORD PAY DATE MAY 31, 2017 

DR PAY DATE JUNE 12, 2017 

RATIO (DR to ORD) 1:1  

ORD RATE NOK 1.3 

STATUTORY WITHHOLDING 
RATE 

25% 

 

DOUBLE CLICK ICON BELOW TO 
DOWNLOAD 

 

 
TGS NOPEC Geophysical Co has announced a cash dividend and BNY 
Mellon acts as Depositary for the Depositary Receipt (“DR”) program. 
  
 
On DR pay date holders will receive the dividend net of the full Norwegian 
statutory withholding tax rate of 25%. As outlined in the Eligibility Matrix 
below, all qualifying holders will have the possibility to receive their full 
treaty benefits through the quick refund process or long form process. 

NO CA WEB ELECTIONS, THIS EVENT IS QUICK REFUND AND LONG FORM ONLY. NO RELEIF AT SOURCE PROCESS. 
 
THE NORWEGIAN STATUTE OF LIMITATION HAS INCREASED TO 5 YEARS. 
 

THE NORWEGIAN TAX ADMINISTRATION HAS RELAXED RESTRICTIONS FOR LONG FORM RECLAIMS ON US RICs. 

https://esp.globetax.com/
https://www.adrbnymellon.com/
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	 TGS NOPEC Geophysical Co - Cash Dividend
	 BNYM
	 2017-05-10
	 Incomplete
	 170000040761
	 BNYM-87243K208-1	
        
       BNY Mellon is required to include an Approximate Rate in this Notice. It is included solely for the purpose of setting a record date and enabling the exchange to establish an ex-date, and should not be considered more than a placeholder.  It is sourced from a third party provider on the day of this Notice.  The Approximate Rate is not an indication of, and may be materially different from, the Final Rate. The Final Rate will be included in the Final Notice. --  BNY Mellon collects fees from DR holders pursuant to the terms and conditions of the DRs and the deposit agreement under which they are issued. From time to time, BNY Mellon may make payments to the issuer to reimburse and / or share revenue from the fees collected from DR holders, or waive fees and expenses to the issuer for services provided, generally relating to costs and expenses arising out of establishment and maintenance of the DR program. BNY Mellon as depositary may use brokers, dealers or other service providers that are affiliates and that may earn or share fees and commissions.  The corporate action details are provided for informational purposes only. BNY Mellon does not warrant or guarantee the accuracy or completeness, and does not undertake any obligation to update or amend, this information or data. We provide no advice, recommendation or endorsement with respect to any company or security.  Nothing herein shall be deemed to constitute an offer to sell or a solicitation of an offer to buy securities.  	
	
	 NO
    TGS
	
	  
	  Ingrid  Cudjoe
	  true
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	 87243K208
	 US87243K2087	
	 TGSGY
	 US	
	 US	
	 1
	 1
	 Cash Dividend
	 true
	 2017-05-19
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	 2017-05-31
	 2017-06-12
	 1.3
	 8.6311
	
	 0.25
	 0.150618
	 0.037655
	 0.00
	 0.013555
	 0.00
	 0.099408
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	 Cash
	
	
	 New	
     Mandatory	
     Unconfirmed	
	 +212-815-8241
	
     +212-815-3500   
       	
   	 ingrid.cudjoe@bnymellon.com
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FEES & DEADLINES 

FILING METHOD PAYMENT METHOD 

 
CUSTODIAL FEE TAX RELIEF FEE 

MINIMUM FEE  
PER BENEFICIAL 

OWNER 

FINAL SUBMISSION 
DEADLINE (ESP) 

AT SOURCE VIA DTC 

 
NO FEE UP TO $0.005 PER DR N/A NO PROCESS 

QUICK REFUND  VIA CHECK OR ACH 

 
NO FEE UP TO $0.0075 PER DR $25.00 JUNE 16, 2017, 8:00 PM EST 

LONG FORM 
VIA CHECK  

OR ACH 

 
NOK 125 UP TO $0.0075 PER DR $25.00 OCTOBER 31, 2022 

Agreements, Fees, Representations and Indemnification of Participants and Beneficial Owners 
We hereby agree this tax relief assistance service is wholly voluntary and discretionary and outside the terms and conditions of any applicable deposit agreement.  BNY Mellon undertakes no duty 
or obligation to provide this service, and may reject or decline any or all proposed electing participants or holders in its sole discretion. We hereby accept and agree to pay the fees of BNY Mellon 
up to $0.0075 per Depositary Receipt for the Quick Refund and Long Form (with a minimum of $25), and any other charges, fees or expenses payable by or due to BNY Mellon or its agents, 
including the (respective) custodian, in connection with the tax reclaim process, or to tax authorities or regulators (which fees, charges or expenses may be deducted from the dividend or any other 
distribution or by billing or otherwise in BNY Mellon’s discretion). We hereby agree that any such fees, charges or expenses may be due and payable whether or not a successful reduction in rate 
or reclamation is obtained. We hereby acknowledge that fees paid to BNY Mellon may be shared with its agents and affiliates. 
 
We hereby agree that in addition to statutory and documentation requirements and the deduction of fees, tax reclaim benefits will be subject to review and approval by the applicable custodian and 
the applicable tax regulators, and that BNY Mellon is not providing any legal, tax, accounting or other professional advice on these matters and has expressly disclaimed any liability whatsoever for 
any loss howsoever arising from or in reliance hereto. Participants and/or investors should seek advice based upon their own particular circumstances from an independent tax advisor. 
 
We certify that to the best of our knowledge each of the beneficial owners identified are eligible for the preferential rates as stated and we declare that we have performed all the necessary due 
diligence to satisfy ourselves as to the accuracy of the information submitted to us by these beneficial owners. 
 
We will be fully liable for any and all claims, penalties and / or interest, including without limitation, any foreign exchange fluctuations associated therewith. BNY Mellon shall not be liable for the failure 
to secure any refund. We expressly agree that BNY Mellon and its agents or affiliates shall not have any liability for, and we shall indemnify, defend and hold each of BNY Mellon and its agents and 
affiliates harmless from and against, any and all loss, liability, damage, judgment, settlement, fine, penalty, demand, claim, cost or expense (including without limitation fees and expenses of defending 
itself or enforcing this agreement) arising out of or in connection herewith. 
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ELIGIBILITY MATRIX – QUICK REFUND 

RATE 
DESCRIPTION 

RECLAIM 
RATE 

ELIGIBLE RESIDENTS DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED 
SIGNATURE  
REQUIRED 

FAVORABLE -  
15% 

 
  

10% 

INDIVIDUALS, CORPORATIONS, GRANTOR TRUSTS AND 
ULTIMATE BENEFICIAL OWNER ENTITIES DOMICILED IN 
COUNTRIES WITH 15% WITHHOLDING TAX TREATIES: 

 
ALBANIA, ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, AUSTRIA, AZERBAIJAN 

REPUBLIC, BANGLADESH, BARBADOS, BULGARIA, 
CANADA, CHILE, CHINA, CROATIA, CZECH REPUBLIC, 

DENMARK, EGYPT, ESTONIA, FAEROE ISLANDS, FINLAND, 
FRANCE, GAMBIA, GERMANY, GREENLAND, ICELAND, 

INDONESIA, IRELAND, ISRAEL, ITALY, JAMAICA, JAPAN, 
KAZAKHSTAN, LATVIA, LITHUANIA, LUXEMBOURG, MALTA, 

MEXICO, MOROCCO, NEPAL, NETHERLAND ANTILESS, 
NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND, PAKISTAN, POLAND, 

PORTUGAL, SERBIA, SINGAPORE, SLOVAK REPUBLIC, 
SLOVENIA, SOUTH KOREA, SPAIN, SRI LANKA, SWEDEN, 
SWITZERLAND, THAILAND, UGANDA, UKRAINE, UNITED 

KINGDOM, UNITED STATES, VIETNAM, ZAMBIA 

1. ELECTION ADJUSTMENT 
LETTER  

1. DTC PARTICIPANT 

UNFAVORABLE -  
25% 

0% 

1. ANY SHAREHOLDER NOT DOMICILED IN A 
JURISDICITON LISTED AS HAVING A DOUBLE 
TAXATION TREATY WITH NORWAY 

2. CHARITIES, PENSIONS, RICS, TRUST FUNDS, AND 
SIMILAR ENTITIES MUST ELECT AT THE 
UNFAVORABLE RATE AS THEY DO NOT MEET 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS TO CLAIM A REFUND 

1. NONE 1. N/A 
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ELIGIBILITY MATRIX – LONG FORM 

RATE 
DESCRIPTION 

RECLAIM 
RATE 

ELIGIBLE RESIDENTS DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED 
SIGNATURE  
REQUIRED 

EXEMPT - 
0%  

(EEA COMPANIES) 
 

25% 

NORWEGIAN PUBLIC LIMITED COMPANIES 
AND OTHER COMPANIES OF THE SAME 

STANDING WHO ARE THE REAL BENEFICIAL 
OWNER. THE TAX EXEMPTION MODEL ALSO 
APPLIES TO FOREIGN COMPANIES ETC, OF 

THE SAME STANDING AS NORWEGIAN 
COMPANIES AS MENTIONED IN THE 

PROVISION, DOMICILED IN AN EEA COUNTRY. 

1. CLAIM COVER LETTER 
2. NORWEGIAN TAX RECLAIM LETTER   
3. CERTIFICATE OF DIVIDEND PAYMENT  
4. IRS FORM 6166 / CERTIFICATE OF 

RESIDENCE 
5. PROOF OF SIGNING AUTHORIZATION 

(POA) 
6. NON-INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONNAIRE) 
7. PLAN DOCUMENTS  
8. ATTESTATION  
9. RECLAIM DETAIL SPREADSHEET  
10. ADDITIONAL AUTHORIZATION  

1. YES – DTC PARTICIPANT 
2. YES – DTC PARTICIPANT 
3. YES – DTC PARTICIPANT 
4. N/A 
5. YES – DTC PARTICIPANT 
6. N/A 
7. N/A 
8. YES – BENEFICIAL OWNER 
9. YES – BENEFICIAL OWNER 
10. YES – BENEFICIAL OWNER 

FAVORABLE - 
15% 

 
10% 

ALBANIA, ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, AUSTRIA, 
AZERBAIJAN REPUBLIC, BANGLADESH, 

BARBADOS, BULGARIA, CANADA, CHILE, 
CHINA, CROATIA, CZECH REPUBLIC, 

DENMARK, EGYPT, ESTONIA, FAEROE 
ISLANDS, FINLAND, FRANCE, GAMBIA, 

GERMANY, GREENLAND, ICELAND, 
INDONESIA, IRELAND, ISRAEL, ITALY, 

JAMAICA, JAPAN, KAZAKHSTAN, LATVIA, 
LITHUANIA, LUXEMBOURG, MALTA, MEXICO, 
MOROCCO, NEPAL, NETHERLAND ANTILESS, 
NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND, PAKISTAN, 
POLAND, PORTUGAL, SERBIA, SINGAPORE, 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC, SLOVENIA, SOUTH 
KOREA, SPAIN, SRI LANKA, SWEDEN, 
SWITZERLAND, THAILAND, UGANDA, 

UKRAINE, UNITED KINGDOM, UNITED STATES, 
VIETNAM, ZAMBIA 

1. CLAIM COVER LETTER  
2. NORWEGIAN TAX RECLAIM LETTER  
3. CERTIFICATE OF DIVIDEND PAYMENT  
4. IRS FORM 6166 / CERTIFICATE OF 

RESIDENCE 
5. PROOF OF SIGNING AUTHORIZATION 

(POA) 
6. NON-INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONNAIRE  
7. PLAN DOCUMENTS* 
8. ATTESTATION  
9. RECLAIM DETAIL SPREADSHEET 

ADDITIONAL AUTHORIZATION  

1. YES – DTC PARTICIPANT 
2. YES – DTC PARTICIPANT 
3. YES – DTC PARTICIPANT 
4. N/A 
5. YES – DTC PARTICIPANT 
6. N/A 
7. N/A 
8. YES – BENEFICIAL OWNER 
9. YES – BENEFICIAL OWNER 
10. YES – BENEFICIAL OWNER 

*Note: All documents listed in BLUE font are generated by GlobeTax’s ESP website after submission of beneficial owner data. 
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BNY Mellon offers ESP powered by GlobeTax, an electronic withholding 
tax submission system. This system allows for the secure and simplified 
transfer of beneficial owner level data from the Participant to BNY Mellon 
and creates applicable documentation on the Participants behalf.  
 
Submit the data online through the web site below, print out the 
document on letterhead, sign, and mail to BNY Mellon / GlobeTax. 
 
These claims should be submitted through the following web site. 
(Requires a one-time registration) 
 
https://ESP.GlobeTax.com   
 
Please contact support@globetax.com at 212-747-9100 if you have any 
questions about this process. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DESCRIPTION OF VARIOUS DOCUMENTATION 

DOCUMENT NAME DESCRIPTION 

QUICK REFUND 
ADJUSTMENT LETTER 

(EXHIBIT A) 

ONLY FOR QUICK REFUND. This letter lists 
both the original CA Web election, and the 
requested post CA Web window adjusted 
numbers.  

COVER LETTER 
(EXHIBIT B)  

Cover Letter on participant letterhead 
summarizing entire claim: Beneficial Owners, 
addresses, Tax IDs, & DR amounts, etc. 

NORWEGIAN TAX RECLAIM 
LETTER 

(EXHIBIT C)  

Letter transferring individual claim to BNY 
Mellon 

CERTIFICATE OF DIVIDEND 
PAYMENT 

(EXHIBIT D)  

Document certifying the dividend was paid to 
the beneficial owner, less withholding tax. 

IRS FORM 6166 
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-
taxpayers/form-6166-certification-of-u-s-tax-
residency 

CERTIFICATE OF 
RESIDENCE  

(NON-U.S. TREATY 
COUNTRIES) 

A document confirming residency of the 
beneficial owner domiciled within a treaty 
country. This must be signed by and bear the 
stamp or seal of the local tax authority. 

PROOF OF SIGNING 
AUTHORIZATION (POA) 

(EXHIBIT E)  

Signing authorization (or Power of Attorney) 
authorizing the DTC participant’s ability to sign 
for their beneficial owners. 

NON-INDIVIDUAL 
QUESTIONNAIRE* 

(EXHIBIT F)  

Questionnaire to be completed by the 
beneficial owner 

PLAN DOCUMENTS 
Any document which would aid in the defining 
the legal nature of the beneficial owner in their 
country of domicile 

ATTESTATION 
(EXHIBIT G) 

Beneficial owner confirmation authorizing a 
reclaim for the specific dividend. 

DECLARATION OF 
BENEFICIAL OWNER 

(EXHIBIT H) 

Spreadsheet listing all details of the specific 
reclaim. 

ADDITIONAL 
AUTHORIZATION LETTER 

(EXHIBIT I) 

Additional signing authorization directly from 
the ultimate beneficial owner. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

PRIMARY CONTACT JOE HANDS 

DOMESTIC PHONE (U.S.) 1-800-915-3536 

DOMESTIC FAX (U.S.) 1-800-985-3536 

INTERNATIONAL PHONE 1-212-747-9100 

INTERNATIONAL FAX 1-212-747-0029 

GROUP EMAIL NORWAYESP@GLOBETAX.COM 

COMPANY GLOBE TAX SERVICES INC. 

STREET ADDRESS ONE NEW YORK PLAZA, 34TH FLOOR 

CITY/STATE/ZIP NEW YORK, NY 10004 

https://esp.globetax.com/
mailto:support@globetax.com
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/form-6166-certification-of-u-s-tax-residency
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/form-6166-certification-of-u-s-tax-residency
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/international-taxpayers/form-6166-certification-of-u-s-tax-residency
mailto:NORWAYESP@GLOBETAX.COM
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QUICK REFUND QUESTIONS 

Is the Quick Refund process free of charge? 

No, this tax reclaim assistance service is wholly voluntary and discretionary and outside the 
terms and conditions of any applicable deposit agreement. BNY Mellon undertakes no duty or 
obligation to provide this service, and may reject or decline any or all proposed electing 
participants or holders in its sole discretion. Fees will be charged for this service of up to 
$0.0075 per depositary receipt with no minimum, and any other charges, fees or expenses 
payable by or due to BNY Mellon or its agents, including the custodian or to tax authorities or 
regulators. Fees paid to BNY Mellon may be shared with its agents and affiliates. 

Is the Quick Refund process for tax relief offered by BNY Mellon an optional process? Yes, this is a discretionary, optional service. 

LONG FORM QUESTIONS 

How long does it take for payment on Long Form claims? Approximately 18-24 months. 

Does the Long Form process have a minimum position requirement per beneficial 
owner? 

No, all claims will be processed, though there is a minimum fee of $25 per beneficial owner. 

What will the fee be if a beneficial owner’s claim is for less than $50? 
BNY Mellon is willing to split the reclaimed funds 50/50 for any beneficial owner reclaiming less 
than $50. 

Will I be paid through DTC for claims submitted through the Long Form process? No, you will be paid by check or ACH payment. 

Is the Long Form process free of charge? 

No, this tax reclaim assistance service is wholly voluntary and discretionary and outside the 
terms and conditions of any applicable deposit agreement. BNY Mellon undertakes no duty or 
obligation to provide this service, and may reject or decline any or all proposed electing 
participants or holders in its sole discretion. Fees will be charged for this service of up to 
$0.0075 per depositary receipt with a $25.00 minimum, and any other charges, fees or 
expenses payable by or due to BNY Mellon or its agents, including the custodian or to tax 
authorities or regulators. Fees paid to BNY Mellon may be shared with its agents and affiliates. 

Is this Long Form process for tax relief offered by BNY Mellon an optional process? Yes, this is a discretionary, optional service. 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) 



 

7 created by 

 

 

FORMS AND ATTACHMENTS 
*Double click on respective icon to view attachment. 

EXHIBIT A – QUICK REFUND ADJUSTMENT LETTER 

EXHIBIT A.pdf

 

 

EXHIBITS B-I 

**For Non-ESP users ONLY 

 

EXHIBIT B.pdf

 

Warning and Disclaimer: 
BNY Mellon will not be responsible for the truth or accuracy of any submissions received by it and all Participants and holders, whether or not following the procedures set forth herein 
or otherwise submitting any information, agree to indemnify and hold harmless BNY Mellon and its agents for any and all losses, liabilities and fees (including reasonable fees and 
expenses of counsel) incurred by any of them in connection herewith or arising herefrom. BNY Mellon and its agents will be relying upon the truth and accuracy of any and all 
submissions received by them in connection with the tax relief process and shall hold all participants and DR holders liable and responsible for any losses incurred in connection 
therewith or arising there from. There is no guarantee that the applicable tax authorities will accept submissions for relief.  Neither BNY Mellon nor its agents shall be responsible or 
liable to any holders of DRs in connection with any matters related to, arising from, or in connection with the tax rel ief process described herein. See also “Agreements, Fees, 
Representations and Indemnification” above.  

  
All tax information contained in this Important Notice is based on a good faith compilation of information obtained and received from multiple sources.  The information is subject to 
change.  Actual deadlines frequently vary from the statutory deadlines because of local market conditions and advanced deadlines set by local agents. To mitigate risk it is strongly 
advised that DTC Participants file their claims as soon as possible as the depositary and/or their agents will not be liable for claims filed less than six months before the specified 
deadline. In the event that local market rules, whether implemented by a local agent or a Tax Authority, conflict with the information provided in the important notice, either prior to or 
after publication, the local market rules will prevail. 




EXHIBIT A – QUICK REFUND ADJUSTMENT LETTER (QUICK REFUND ONLY) 
THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE PREPARED ON THE DTC PARTICIPANT’S LETTERHEAD 
 _____________ 


        (Date) 
  
The Bank of New York Mellon as Depositary 
C/O GlobeTax 
One New York Plaza Floor 34 
New York, NY 10004 
Attn:  Norwegian Tax Reclaims 


  
We,                , hereby certify that the below indicated shares of [SECURITY] ([CUSIP]), held over the 
Record Date of [RECORD DATE], are entitled to the Favorable rate of 15% tax withheld at source on DR Pay Date of [PAY DATE]. 
These shares are eligible for quick refund under the provisions between the applicable countries / states / territories and Norway 
Income Tax Treaty Convention. 
 
By certifying for the applicable withholding tax rate, we certify that the criteria listed below have been met. 
  
The Participant has determined that the beneficial owner of the shares (individual or legal entity) is a resident of the United States or 
another country that is eligible for the 15% Norwegian withholding tax rate as specified in the Important Notice. 
 
If requested by the Norwegian Tax Authorities (directly or indirectly), the Participant agrees to provide BNY Mellon with any of the 
following information/documentation respecting each beneficial owner for whom a reduced tax rate has been elected: the full names, 
complete addresses, the countries of residence for tax purposes, dates of birth, taxpayer identification numbers (including social 
security numbers), as well as the number of depositary receipts for which the reduced rate of withholding tax was certified, the rate 
that was applied, and any other information that may be reasonably requested, including possibly an IRS certification of U.S. residence 
on Form 6166.    


  
Security Name: [SECURITY] ([CUSIP]) 


  
ORIGINAL ELECTIONS REVISED ELECTIONS 


FAVORABLE (85%): 
N/A _______________________DRs 


UNFAVORABLE (75%): ____________0___________DRs _______________________DRs 


 
Agreements, Fees, Representations and Indemnification of Participants and Beneficial Owners 
 
We hereby agree that this tax relief assistance service is wholly voluntary and discretionary and outside the terms and conditions of 
any applicable deposit agreement. We hereby accept and agree to pay the fees of BNY Mellon of up to $0.0075 per Depositary 
Receipt for Quick Refund and Long Form (with a minimum of $25) and any other charges, fees or expenses payable by or due to 
BNY Mellon or its agents, including any custodian, in connection with the tax reclaim process, or to tax authorities or regulators 
(which fees, charges or expenses may be deducted from the dividend or any other distribution or by billing or otherwise in BNY 
Mellon’s discretion). We hereby agree that any such fees, charges or expenses may be due and payable whether or not a 
successful reduction in rate or reclamation is obtained. We hereby acknowledge that fees paid to BNY Mellon may be shared with 
its agents and affiliates. 
 
We hereby agree that in addition to statutory and documentation requirements and the deduction of fees, tax reclaim benefits will be 
subject to review and approval by the applicable custodian and the applicable tax regulators, and that BNY Mellon is not providing 
any legal, tax, accounting or other professional advice on these matters and has expressly disclaimed any liability whatsoever for any 
loss howsoever arising from or in reliance hereto. Participants and/or investors should seek advice based upon their own particular 
circumstances from an independent tax advisor. 
 
We certify that to the best of our knowledge each of the beneficial owners identified hereby are eligible for the preferential rates as 
stated herein and we declare that we have performed all the necessary due diligence to satisfy ourselves as to the accuracy of the 
information submitted to us by these beneficial owners. 
 
We will be fully liable for any and all claims, penalties and / or interest, including without limitation, any foreign exchange fluctuations 
associated therewith. BNY Mellon shall not be liable for the failure to secure any refund. We expressly agree that BNY Mellon and its 
agents or affiliates shall not have any liability for, and we shall indemnify, defend and hold each of BNY Mellon and its agents and 
affiliates harmless from and against, any and all loss, liability, damage, judgment, settlement, fine, penalty, demand, claim, cost or 
expense (including without limitation fees and expenses of defending itself or enforcing this agreement) arising out of or in connection 
herewith. 
  
Certified By 
Authorized  
Signature   _____________________________________Date: _________________ 


NAME 
_____________________________________Phone:________________ 
TITLE 
_____________________________________ 
DTC PARTICIPANT NUMBER 


PAYMENT ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
    _____________________________________ 
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EXHIBIT B – FORMAT COVER LETTER (LONG FORM ONLY) 
THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE PREPARED ON THE DTC PARTICIPANT’S LETTERHEAD 
 _____________ 


        (Date) 
 
The Bank of New York Mellon as Depositary 
C/O GlobeTax 
One New York Plaza Floor 34 
New York, NY 10004 
Attn:  Norwegian Tax Reclaims 
 
Enclosed please find tax reclamation documents, which we are submitting on behalf of our clients who wish to avoid excess 
withholding tax on Norwegian DRs. We [NAME OF DTC PARTICIPANT], also identified as DTC participant number [DTC 
NUMBER], hereby state that each beneficial owner cited below held the respective amount of shares on the record date of 
[RECORD DATE] for the security [SECURITY] ([CUSIP]). 
  
Below is the list of beneficial owners and their holdings, which total [TOTAL # OF DRs CITED BELOW] DRs. As required 
the following documents are attached for each beneficial owner: claim repayment letter, certification of payment, 
certificate of residency, and signing authorization. The ratio for [SECURITY] is 1 DR to 1 Ordinary share. The 
beneficial owner information is as follows: 
 


Name of Beneficial 
Owner 


Street Address of 
Beneficial Owner 


City, State, 
Zip of  
Beneficial 
Owner 


Tax Payer 
I.D. # 


Type of 
Account 


# of DRs 
Held 


Reclaim 
% 


1)       


Note: for more than 5 Beneficial Owners, please provide an excel breakdown of shareholder information  


 
We ask that BNY Mellon apply to the Norwegian Tax Authorities for the reduced withholding tax rate on the above beneficial 
owners’ behalf. Please contact the undersigned at [SIGNATORY'S TELEPHONE NUMBER] should you have any questions. 


  
Agreements, Fees, Representations and Indemnification of Participants and Beneficial Owners 
We hereby agree that this tax relief assistance service is wholly voluntary and discretionary and outside the terms and conditions of 
any applicable deposit agreement. We hereby accept and agree to pay the fees of BNY Mellon of up to $0.0075 per Depositary 
Receipt for Quick Refund and Long Form (with a minimum of $25) and any other charges, fees or expenses payable by or due to 
BNY Mellon or its agents, including any custodian, in connection with the tax reclaim process, or to tax authorities or regulators 
(which fees, charges or expenses may be deducted from the dividend or any other distribution or by billing or otherwise in BNY 
Mellon’s discretion). We hereby agree that any such fees, charges or expenses may be due and payable whether or not a 
successful reduction in rate or reclamation is obtained. We hereby acknowledge that fees paid to BNY Mellon may be shared with 
its agents and affiliates. 
 
We hereby agree that in addition to statutory and documentation requirements and the deduction of fees, tax reclaim benefits will be 
subject to review and approval by the applicable custodian and the applicable tax regulators, and that BNY Mellon is not providing 
any legal, tax, accounting or other professional advice on these matters and has expressly disclaimed any liability whatsoever for 
any loss howsoever arising from or in reliance hereto. Participants and/or investors should seek advice based upon their own 
particular circumstances from an independent tax advisor. 
 
We certify that to the best of our knowledge each of the beneficial owners identified hereby are eligible for the preferential rates as 
stated herein and we declare that we have performed all the necessary due diligence to satisfy ourselves as to the accuracy of the 
information submitted to us by these beneficial owners. 
 
We will be fully liable for any and all claims, penalties and / or interest, including without limitation, any foreign exchange fluctuations 
associated therewith. BNY Mellon shall not be liable for the failure to secure any refund. We expressly agree that BNY Mellon and 
its agents or affiliates shall not have any liability for, and we shall indemnify, defend and hold each of BNY Mellon and its agents and 
affiliates harmless from and against, any and all loss, liability, damage, judgment, settlement, fine, penalty, demand, claim, cost or 
expense (including without limitation fees and expenses of defending itself or enforcing this agreement) arising out of or in 


connection herewith. 
 
Certified By 
Authorized  
Signature _____________________________________Date: ______________________ 


NAME 
  _____________________________________Phone:_____________________ 


TITLE 
  


____________________________________ 
 DTC PARTICIPANT NUMBER 


PAYMENT ADDRESS _____________________________________ 
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EXHIBIT C – NORWEGIAN TAX RECLAIM LETTER (LONG FORM ONLY) 
THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE PREPARED ON THE DTC PARTICIPANT’S LETTERHEAD 
  


______________ 
        (Date) 
  
The Bank of New York Mellon as Depositary 
C/O GlobeTax 
One New York Plaza Floor 34 
New York, NY 10004 
Attn:  Norwegian Tax Reclaims 


    
RE: Issue:   _____________________________  CUSIP#:  _______________               


DR Record Date:  _____________________  DR Payable Date: ______________                    


DTC Participant #:  __________________  Total DR Shares on Record Date: _________ 


Beneficial Owner Name: _________________________________________________________ 


Beneficial Owner Address: _______________________________________________________ 


Type of Account:  __________________________DR Shares held: ______________________ 


Gross Dividend Paid (NOK):   ________________ Ordinary Shares held:  __________________ 


W/H Tax Amount (NOK):  _______________________ Ratio:  _____________ 


10% / 25% Amount Claimed (NOK):  ___________________ 


Beneficial Owner Type (i.e.: individual, trust, investment fund, corporation, etc): 


 


Enclosed are the following documents required to file a Norwegian tax reclaim (please check): 


 ____ Copy of relevant portion(s) of the trustee/custodial agreement or Power of Attorney allowing DTC 
Participant to sign on behalf of the beneficial owner. 


  
 ____ IRS Form 6166 or a Treasury Determination Letter or Foreign Tax Authority Certificate 
  
 ____ Certification (Proof of Payment)   
  
 ____ Norway Non-Individual Questionnaire (completed by Beneficial Owner)* 
  
 ____ Documentation (such as a Plan Document) which spells out the legal nature of the Beneficial Owner in 


their home country.* 
  
 ____ Attestation 
  
 ____ Declaration of Beneficial Owner 
 
*For non-individual entities only 
 


We ask that BNY Mellon, as Depositary, apply to the Norwegian Tax Authorities for the reduced 
withholding tax rate on the above beneficial owner’s behalf. Please contact the undersigned at 
[SIGNATORY'S TELEPHONE NUMBER] should you have any questions. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
  
______________________________________ Telephone Number: ________________________ 
(Beneficial Owner/ Trustee/Custodian) 
______________________________________  
(Beneficial Owner/ Trustee/Custodian Address) 
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EXHIBIT D – CERTIFICATE OF DIVIDEND PAYMENT (LONG FORM ONLY) 
THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE PREPARED ON THE DTC PARTICIPANT’S LETTERHEAD 
  
ALL AMOUNTS MUST BE IN NORWEGIAN KRONER (NOK) 
  


  
CERTIFICATION OF PAYMENT 


  
[DTC Participant Name] hereby certifies that the following beneficial owner (holding the security  
[SECURITY] DRs ([CUSIP] [ISIN#]) was a holder of record on [RECORD DATE].  The beneficial owner 
was paid the dividend less the 25% withholding tax  at source and is entitled to the [Refund] % tax refund 
stipulated under the provisions of  the [Country of Residence of the Beneficial Owner] – Norway 
Income Tax Treaty Convention 


  
We hereby certify that we have paid the dividend to the beneficial owner of the following securities on 
[PAY DATE]. 
 
Agent:     [DTC Participant Name] 
     [DTC Participant Number] 
  
Beneficial Owner:    [Beneficial Owner Name] 
           [B/O Address] 
     [B/O City State Zip Code] 
     [B/O Country of Residence] 
  
Security:    TGS NOPEC GEOPHYSICAL CO 
 
Ordinary Pay date:   [ORD PAYDATE] 
 
Ex-date:    [EX-DATE] 
  
Shares held:    [Number of Ordinary Shares Held] 
  
Dividend Rate:     [DIVIDEND RATE] 
  
Gross Dividend:    [Gross Dividend] 
  
Amount of Tax Withheld (25%):  [Amount of Tax Withheld] 
  
Refund Amount Due ([Reclaim]%): [Amount of Refund] 
  
  
  
Certified By 
Authorized Signature [Sign Here] ____________________ Date [Today’s Date] 
 
NAME   ______________________ 
TITLE  ______________________ 
INSTITUTION ______________________ 
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EXHIBIT E – NON-INDIVIDUAL QUESTIONNAIRE 
(LONG FORM, NON-INDIVIDUALS ONLY) 
  


  


 
NORWAY NON-INDIVIDUAL CLAIM QUESTIONNAIRE 


  
  


Full Beneficial Owner Name: ______________________________________ 
  
Tax ID #: _______________________________________________________ 
  


  
1) Does the entity invest its own capital or does it invest capital belonging to other persons 


or entities, on their behalf?  
  


  
2) Can the investors individually decide how or where the capital is invested? 
  


  
3) If yes, does their decision influence the size of a possible future pension or investment 


income? 
  


  
4) Are the dividends from Norway redistributed to the investors, are they distributed as 


dividends or as any other type of income? 
  


  
5) If they are distributed as dividends, are they regarded as Norwegian dividends or as 


dividends from a <COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE FOR TAX PURPOSES> company? 
  


  
6) We would also like to know who the investors are, i.e. are they private persons, 


companies or institutions? 
  


  
7) Is the entity open to for instance to <COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE FOR TAX 


PURPOSES> investors only or may other investors resident for tax purposes outside the 
<COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE FOR TAX PURPOSES> invest? 


  
  


8) Whereas taxation is concerned, we need information on who is actually taxed on the 
dividends from Norway as such? 


  
  


9) Who is entitled to the entity's capital if the entity is dissolved? 
  
  


10) Is the entity tax exempt?  If so, is it fully or partially exempt?  
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EXHIBIT F – ATTESTATION – (LONG FORM ONLY) 
 
THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE: 


 PREPARED ON BENEFICIAL OWNER’S LETTERHEAD  


 SIGNED BY THE BENEFICIAL OWNER 
 


 


  
 


NORWEGIAN ATTESTATION ORDINARY TAX RECLAIM 
  
  
I/We, FULL BENEFICIAL OWNER NAME, Tax ID XX-XXXXXXX, do hereby certify that I/we am/are the 


beneficial owner of X,XXX DRs, representing X,XXX Ordinary Shares of [SECURITY], Ordinary Pay-


date: [ORD PAY-DATE] and that the dividends were received by the below beneficial owner/claimant and 
tax was withheld at [RECLAIM RATE]%.   
  
  
In support to the above certification, I/We further certify that I/We am/are able to document: 
  


1. that I/We am/are a resident of [TREATY COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE] (see 
Certificate of Residence enclosed); 


2. that I/We am/are liable to tax in the above country; and 


3. that I/We am/are the beneficial owner of the shares and the dividend and that 


the dividend is accumulated in assets and is part of the taxable income in 
[TREATY COUNTRY OF RESIDENCE] as described above so that the 
dividend is included in the balance sheet and in the taxable income of 
claimant. 


4. that I/We am/are not a transparent partnership, trust, or estate. 


5. that I/We do not have a tax domicile in Norway and/or the company is not 


registered in Norway. 


6. that by signing this document I confirm that I have the corporate power to issue 
this attestation so that it is valid and legally binding on behalf of the company. 


  
  
  
  
  
Signed …………………………………………………… 
  
  
Date    …………………………………
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EXHIBIT G – DECLARATION OF BENEFICIAL OWNERSHIP – (LONG FORM ONLY) 
 
THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE: 


 PREPARED ON BENEFICIAL OWNER’S LETTERHEAD  


 SIGNED BY THE BENEFICIAL OWNER 
 
 
CUSTODY ACCOUNT NUMBER:     50050013262 
WITHHOLDING TAX RATE ON THE SAFEKEEPING ACCOUNT [RECLAIM RATE]% 


 
 


Beneficial 
Owner 
name 


Tax identification 
number from the 
BO's country of 


domicile 


ISIN Security name 
Dividend per 
share (NOK) 


Ex-Date ORD Record date ORD Pay date 
# of shares 
on record 


date 


Total 
dividend 
payment 


(NOK) 


Amount of tax withheld 
(NOK) 


Currency 
Reclaimed 


amount 
(NOK) 


             


             


             


       
Total Reclaimed 


Amount      


 
 
______________________________________ 
Beneficial Owner Name and Address  
 
This document must be signed by the Beneficial Owner 
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EXHIBIT H – AUTHORIZATION LETTER – (LONG FORM ONLY) 
 
THIS DOCUMENT MUST BE: 


 PREPARED ON BENEFICIAL OWNER’S LETTERHEAD  


 SIGNED BY THE BENEFICIAL OWNER 
  


 


 


 AUTHORIZATION LETTER REQUIRED FOR NORWEGIAN TAX RECLAIM FILINGS 


----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------- 


Authorization 


Final Beneficiary Details 


Name:   ________________________________________________________________ 


Address:  ________________________________________________________________ 


Country of Residence:  ________________________________________________________________ 


Tax ID # (USA Only):  ________________________________________________________________ 


Custodian (Participant):  ________________________________________________________________ 


 


Authorization 


The final beneficiary has authorized BNY Mellon in C/O GlobeTax, and/or its agents, to submit 


applications for the reimbursement of Norwegian withholding tax in their name and on their behalf and to 


receive any corresponding refund amounts on their behalf, and to undertake any necessary 


communication with the Norwegian Tax Authority (NTA) in their name. 


  


 
 
 
_______________________   ________________________________________ 


Date, Place    


 
 


 





JHands


	5924-17
	4865-17

	TGS NOPEC IMPORTANT NOTICE 5.22.17



